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make the decision and enable the Slovaks to break away
completely from the Czechs. The Janus-head showed
itself clearly three days later, 'on March i5th, when
Chvalkovsky knew definitely whither the * friendly
German relations' were leading. But then it was too
late.

Whilst the Germans marched into Bohemia-Moravia
and thence to Slovakia, violent struggles were going on
in Chust and the surrounding district. The Hungarians
had concentrated their troops and the struggle was being
conducted by the general staff against a handful of
Ukrainian and Russian heroes, who fought desperately
without any assistance. These struggles, which ended in
the occupation of the little Carpatho-Russian country,
lasted for weeks. The Hungarians did not want to let
slip this favourable opportunity of regaining their former
territory, for such an opportunity might never occur
again. They threw all their forces into the struggle, as
did also the Ukrainians. The latter fought tenaciously to
preserve their independence and to be free from the
Hungarian kingdom to which they had once belonged
for close on a thousand years.

The present Hungarian Government is not very much
in favour of Democratic principles; it has only just
introduced the secret ballot, a reform which had been
demanded for years, but it promised the Ukrainians a
measure of cultural autonomy if they would submit. The
Ukrainians had reckoned on German assistance, but
Germany was too busy with the new Protectorate, where
it was encountering unexpected difficulties. Germany